Danger and Duty of Good Men, 1 
Anden the preſent unnatural Invaſh on. 
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ISAIAH viii. 12, 13, 14. 


Say ye not, A Confederacy, to all them to whom 


this People ſay, A Confederacy ; neither fear 
ye their Fear, nor be afraid. Sanftify the Lord 


of Hoſts himſelf, and let bim be your Pear, 
and Jet him be Jour Dread. And PO be for 


a Sanctuary. 


HIS Pa of Scripture relates to the 
| Hiſtory we have an Account of in the 


Tae A 2 In the Days of Abas 
King of Judab, Rezin the King of Hria and Pekah 
King of Fae} entered into a Confederacy to invade 
the Dominions of Aba, ta dethrone him, to extir- 
pate the Royal Family of David, and to make the 
Son of one Tabeal King, who was to be dependent 
on them, and himſelf and Kingdom tributary to 
thoſe who advanced him. Either of the Kingdoms 
of Syria and Iſrael was bumanly ſpeaking a full Match 
for that af Judab; ſo that Abaz and his People 
were little able to reſiſt the united Invaſions 2 
both, and could ſcarce. have any reaſonable Pro- 
ſpect of preſerving themſelves from the Yoke- of 
that upſtart — who Amann, 
and Government aver them. 

When the News of this Alliance was n 
to Abaz, and the Princes of his Family, the ſacred 
Writer tells us, that he Kings Heart was moved, 
and the Heart of bis People, i. e. they 8 
and ſhook: for Fear, as the Trees of the N 
moved with the Wind; an Image made uſe o | 
A 3 | 


„ 


2 The Danger and Duty of Good Men, 


prophane as well as ſacred Writers, to denote the 


extreme Greatneſs of any Perſon's Diſtreſs and 
Terrour, As Ahaz and his People had forſaken 
the God of their Fathers, and ſunk into all the 
worſt Idolatries and Vices of the Nations around 
them, they could have nothing to promiſe them- 


ſelves from his Protection and Favour; and there- 


fore judging. only by the Probability of ſecond 
Cauſes, and finding the Appearances of theſe were 
all againſt them, they naturally fell into the deep · 
eſt Conſternation, and deſpaired of eſcaping the 
Deſtruction that threatned them. They could 
think and ſpeak of nothing but the formidable 
| , and their own Unpreparedneſs and Inabi- 
lity to reſiſt it; and each Man ſaid to his Neigh- 
bour, through the Greatneſs of his Terror, and the 
Fears his own Imagination excited in him, Te 


Confederacy, The Confederacy.” This was the gene“ 


ral Cry r throughout Jeruſalem, by 
Means of which @ dreadful Panick was ſpread 
- amonegſtall the Inhabitants of thatCity. And un- 
doubtedly the Alliance was formidable enough, 
and the Danger ſuch as was ſufficienc to alarm Men 
of all Conditions and Characters amongſt them. 
In the midſt of this Diſtreſs Gop was pleaſed 


to ſend his inſpired Prophet with a Meſſage of 


Comfort, principally to ſupport the few pious and 


virtuous Men that were left amongſt them; for the 
Meaſure of tbeir Iniquities was not yet full, not the 
Nation wholly ripe for Deſtruction. He tells them, 


The Lord ſpake thus to me with a ftrong Hand, and 


inſtructed me that 'T ſhould not wall in the Way of 
this People, i. e. He powerfully impreſſed it on my 
Mind, that under this Extremity I ſhould mat (like 


them) ſink under my Fears; and that E hould 


een enen, 
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under the preſent unnatural Irugſm. z 
pf my Text: Say ye not, A Confederacy, to all them 
to whom this People ſhall' ſay, A Confederacy ;, or, 


as I think the truer and more intelligible Tranſla- 
tion is, Say ye not, A Confederacy, according or juſt 


as every thing which this People ſays is a Confedera- 


cy, i. e. Don't join with them in the common Cry, 
don't repreſent the Danger ariſing from this formi- 
dable Alliance as inevitable : Don't give up all as 


loſt, and thus help to heighten and propagate the 


Terror—Fear ye not their Fear, neither be afraid, 
but ſanctiſy the Lord of Hoſts himſelf ; or, as it is 
with greater Emphaſis in the Original: Jebovab 
the God of Hoſts, bim ſanttify : Let him be your Fear, 
let him be your Dread, and be ſhall be for a Santtug- 
ry, a Place of Safety, and an impregnable Defence. 
The Words thus Ss repreſent to us, 


I. The dejected State of irreligious and bad 
Men, under the Apprehenſion and near Pro- 
ſpect of national Calamities. | 


II. The Counſel of God to pious dtd 
Perſons, how to behave in ſuch a * 
Publick Affairs. And, 


11. The kind Aſſurance Gop is pleaſed to give 
them for their * and Support. | 


I. Theſe. Words * to us the dejected 
Condition of irreligious and bad Men, under the 


Apprehenſion and near Proſpect, of national Cala - 


mities: They ſink under their Fears, loſe thei 
Courage, and {pread their own Terrors amongſt 


_ around: 
That Part of the Prophet's Advice: Fear ye nat 
beit Fear, neither be afraid, viz. as they are, plain- 
"by — che ee Conſternation they were 


in, 
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4 The Danger and Duty of Goad Men; 

in, and the little Hope they had of warding off 
the Stroke that threatened them. be.” 
And how natural is it for Men, who have caſt 
off the Principles of Religion, and by Impiety 
and Vice cut off their Expectations from Almighty 
Gop, to be in great Fear and Diſtreſs, when un- 
expected Calamities threaten and invade them. 
They can have no other kind of Dependance, nor 


any thing to expect but from ſecond Cauſes. 


If they maintain their Courage, and hope that 
they ſhall fruſtrate all the Schemes and Attempts 
that their Enemies have formed againſt them; it 
is only becauſe they have an imagined or real Su- 
periority of Forces, and rely on the Cou of 
their Soldiers, the Reſolution and Conduct of their 
Commanders, the Strength and -good Condition 
of their Fleet, and other the like natural and pro- 


bable Means of Defence and Safety. Yea, whilſt 


their Confidence and Preſumption in theſe Things 


| elevates them, nothing is ſo certain to them gs Suc- 


cels; the Conqueſt of their Enemies, and the 
utter Defeat of their Deſigns, is as eaſy with them 
as the Imagination of it, and Victory flies as faſt 
before them, as the moſt ſanguine Thoughts can 


lead it, Their Enemies are all contemptible in 


the Opinion they form of them, and one of their 


own Troops is able to diſcomfit ten, and a thouſand . 


to put ten thouſand to fligbt. But if theſe fair and 


| flattering Proſpects fail them, and the publick 


Welfare and Safety ſeem to them in near and 


imminent Hazard; if they imagine the Nation 


to be in an unprovided and unguarded Condition, 
and the Power and Forces of their Enemies to be 
ſuperior; if they ſuſpe& the Care and Vigilance 

their Governors, or apprehend Treachery in 


the publick Counſels and Adminiſtration; if they 
look upon their Commanders as defective in 


Courage, 


* * 
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nder the preſent tumatural Invaſion, 5 
Courage, Conduct and Fidelity, and their Pre- 
ſumption hath been checked by ſome publick pro- 
vidential Diſappointments, and the common Ene- 
my hath gained any leſſer Advantages over them; 
how do their Spirits immediately fink ! what De- 
ſpair fits. brooding on their Countenances! The 
only Means of Security they truſted in have failed 
them, and there is nothing but Ruin and Deſola- 
tion henceforward before them. 

When the Foundation of their preſent Happi- 
neſs ſhakes, they know that their ALL is in dan- 
ger; for they have no Proſpects beyond Time: 
They have their Portion, and all the Good they 
are ever to receive, in the preſent Life. And as 
their Want of Principles. renders. them incapable of 
true Courage, and their Vices enervate and infeeble 
them; it is impoſſible but that (when they ſee 
their whole Intereſt is at ſtake, and they can find 
no viſible Means that are to be.ely*d on for their 
Security) they muſt, generally ſpeaking, be in a 
State of the moſt abject Deſpondency, Di- 
fireſs and Perplexity,* their Hearts failing them thro? 
Fear, and thro* looking after the Things that are 
coming on them; and that as the Effects of this 
unmanly Paſſion, they ſhould withdraw themſelves 
from their Country's Service, act a mean. and 


villanous neutral Part, waiting for the Event, 


and with @ deteſtable Baſeneſs of Mind reſolve to 
enter into all the Submiſſions and Compliances, 
+ that the Change and Circumſtances of the Time, 
and their own Safety, may dictate to them. 
And not only thus, but they propagate their Fears 

all around them, and ſcatter the Terrors of their own 
Breaſts . they have Influence or Acquaint- 
ance, and ſpread Dejection, Anxiety, and the ut- 
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6 The Danger and Duty of Good Men, 
 Abaz and his People had ſcarce any thing in their 
Mouths but, Oh the Confederacy, the Confederacy |! 
In fuch Conjunctures bad Men can think and fpeak 
of nothing but their Danger, Then Imagination 
often paints their Enemies more numerous than 
they are, magnifies their Courage, heightens 
their Succeſſes, and aggravates their own Loſſes For 
beyond Reality and Truth, They firſt deviſe ter- } 
rible Things, and then whiſper and affirm them 
to others. Or, if ſecret Enemies raiſe Reports of 
Terror, and ſpread Lyes only to diſhearten them; 
how greedily do they catch them, 'and with a kind 
of dreadful Pleaſure receive them as the moſt cer- 
tain and unqueſtionable Facts. E | 
One would reaſonably think, however, that Per 
ſons of Piety and Virtue ſhould by their Princi- 
ples be preſerved from Anxieties and Terrors of 
tion and Conſtancy in Times of publick Danger. 
But ſuch is the Weakneſs of human Nature, and 
ſo ſtrong the Impreſſions we are apt to receive 
from any near Proſpects of national Calamity, 
eſpecially when they ariſe ſuddenly and unexpected, 
that the beſt are liable to the trembling Heart, to 
be diſtreſſed with evil Tidings, and borne down 
for a while with the Torrent of the common 
Fears. They have not only an equal-Intereſt in 
the publick Happineſs with others, to render them 
thoughtful and anxious as to the Event, but their 
Minds furniſn them with Conſiderations of a dif- 
ferent Nature, that often give them a more affect - 
ing Solicitude than others, and heighten their 
Apprehenſions as to the publick Safety. a 
- They are in pain, not merely or principally for 
their temporal Intereſts; but for the Ark of Gd, and 
the Glory of true Religion; when the utter Ex- 
* - tirpation of this, and the Introduction and Eſta- 
| 7 bliſhment 
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#hder the prefent umatural Iroafon. % 
bliſhment of the fouleſt Idolatries, is the great 
Thing aimed at by wicked Invaders, and powerful 
Confederacies in Support of them, aided by do- 
meſtick Inſurrections and Rebellions. In ſuch 
Cireumſtances their moſt uneaſy Apprehenſions 
ariſe, not from the Power of their Enemies, which 
they would deſpiſe, did they live in the midſt of 
a wiſe and virtuous Nation, but from the appearing, 
Diſpleafure of Gop, excited by the prevailing Im- 
pieties and Immoralitics that abound in the midſt 
of it. When the Generality are grown unprinci- 
pled and profligate, and the Nobles and Great Men 
of the Land becomedeſperately profane and wick- 
ed, and ſpread Impiety and Vice by their own 

Examp les; the beſt of Men; when fir 

by erf Tidings of this Nature, muſt tremble. at 

the Shock, wheni they either / remember the Un- 

certainty of the Event in human Views, or 
what they have ſo much Reaſom 0, apprehend 
from religious and providentiał ants; . The firſt 

Impreſſions of Fear are, in ſuch Cireumſtances; 

almoſt una voidable, due to the threatening Poſture 

of publick- Affairs; and to be wholly free from 
them; would argue an Inſenſibility, ſearce chene 
upon any Principles of Piety or Prudence. 

* — then there is a Time to recover out of fuch 
iſe; to recolle& our Principles, to fortify 
nds againft theſe Ferrors, and reſume our 

| Coat and our Conſtaney. And this Leads me 

to coft nfider, + : " KW.) 5 

1 Te Second: v5.58 3 The Nang of dike 
Admonition and Counſet which Go» gave by the 
Prophet to the few faitfiful and reli Me Perſons 
that remained in Judab, in this Timè of general 

Expectation, Anxiety, and Fear. Say ye not, 4 

. fuſt « as 0. * 12 this Peopte 
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We Danger and Duty of good Mei, 
ſay is a Confederacy, neither fear ye their Fear, nor 
be afraid. Jebovab the God of Hoſts, ſanfify him, 
and let bim be your Fear and your Dread, We 
may obſerve here, F (GE: no, 
1. That Gop doth not abſolutely forbid all 
manner of Anxiety and Fear, or command that 
they ſhould caſt away all Apprehenſion and Senſe 
of Danger, or be unconcerned about the Conſe- 1 
quences of the-Invaſion that threatened them, and | 
the Confederacy that was formed againſt them; 
but only that they ſhould not fear their Fear, nor 
Ze afraid, as the reſt of the People. Fear under 
proper Regulations, and kept within due Bounds, 
is an extremely uſeful Paſſion, every way conſiſtent 
with the Principles and Privileges of true Re- 
-ligion, and implanted in us by the God of Na- 
ture, to ſerve very valuable Purpoſes; and he who 
hath no Concern, when the Religion and Liberties "| 
of his Country are threatened; when the Nation 
is invaded by powerful Princes in Confederacy, or 
the publick Tranquillity diſturbed by treaſonable 
Inſurrections at home, when the Crown of a good 
and righteous King is inſolently ſtruck at by a bold 
and preſumptuous Pretender, and a ſuſpected or 
urious Brood is attempted to be impoſed on a 
People for their future Dyranis; he who in ſuch 
Wo . Circumſtances can diveſt himſelf of all Concern 
| about the Conſequences, muſt be an ill Man, and 
| | a very bad Subject. Fear, when duly n ( 
1 ed, and conducted by Judgment and Reaſon, is a 
lively, vi Paſſion, that keeps the Eye watch- 
ful and vigilant, to diſcern Dangers at their firſt 
proach, that excites to the Uſe of proper and 


A 
2 Methods of guarding againſt it, braces 
the Sinews of Action, often inſpires Men with 
. and Sn which in the calmer Hours 
never have exerted; and in a 
religious 


ol Life they 


under the preſent unnatural Indaan. g 
religious View, ſometimes awakens Sinners them- 
telves to Repentance and the Purpoſes of Amend- 
ment, recovers even good Men to à more lively 
Senſe of their own, and the Dependance of all 
Things upon Gov, quickens in them the genuine 
Spirit of Devotion and Piety, helps to unite them, 
how much ſoever before divided by Intereſts and 
Parties, in Affection to each other, and Zeal for 
the common Welfare, and what is more, in their 


earneſt Supplications and Prayers to Gop, that he 


will become to all of them a Sanctuary from the im- 
nding Storm, and thus diſpoſes them for that 
uture Union, which is both an high Credit and 
Strength to Religion, and a very great Security to 


the national Welfare and Peace. 


2. What Gop cautions his faithful People 
againſt by the Prophet is, that they ſhould not 
fear like other Men, Fear ye not their Fear, nei- 
ther be afraid; or as the original Word ſignifies, 
Be in no Conſternation, nor oppreſſed with Ter- 
ror, as thoſe who have rejected Gor, have for- 


ſaken their own: Mercies, and which way ſoever 


they look, have no Salyation to expect either from 
divine or human Appearances. Men, who 
profeſs ta live by Faith in Gop and his Providence, 
thould ſhew the World the ſuperior Efficacy and 
Power of thoſe ſacred Principles they have em- 
braced, by a Firmneſs and Reſolution of Mind 


equal ta all Dangers, and a ſteady invincible For- 


titude and Courage under the moſt threatening; 
Proſpect that is before them. Let publick Ca- 
lamities be ever ſo pear them, let the Hope of 
Succeſs in our Enemies be ever ſo well founded ; 
yea, let all the Probabilities of ſecond Cauſes be 
againſt them; all is not loſt, nor their Caſe de- 
ſperate, whilſt there is a Gon that rules in Hea- 
pen, and his Providence directs all Events on Earth. 

13 Under 


th The Danger and Duty of Good Men, 


© Under the Influence of this rational and noble 
= Enthufiaſm, they ſhould not be afraid for the 


Terror by Night, nor the Arrow that flies by Day; 
but * ſtrengtben themſelves, and be of good Courage, 
and behave valiantiy for their People, for their King, 
and for the Cities of their God, and with an intire 
Reſignation as to the Lvent ſay, Let the Lord da 
that which is gaod in bis Sight, E& | 
When Hezekiah, the religious Son of Max, had 
his Country invaded by the numerous and powerful 
Forces of Sennacherib King of Mhria, he called 
his People together in his Capital, and ſpoke com- 
fortably to them, ſaying: Be ftrong and courageous, 
be not afraid nor diſmayed for the King of Afſyria, 
nor for all the Multitude that is with him, for there 
be more with us than with him. With him is an 
Arm of Fleſh. He allows him the Superiority of 
earthly Forces. But as one wholly void of Fear 
from ſuch a Conſideration, glories in this: But 
22th us ig the Lord our God, to help us and fight our 
Battles for us. And in Conſequence of this ruly 
beroick Fortitude ſhewn by the pious King, the 
Hiſtorian tells us, The People reſted themſelves upon 
the Words of Hezekiah King - of Judah; - inſtant- 
ly diſmiffed their Terrors, and confided in the 
Power and Protection of their Go. And in truth, 
there is ſomewhat ſo low and unmanly in ſinking 
under the Burthen of any Fears, ſomewhat ſo in- 
conſiſtent with the Spirit and Privileges of true Re- 
ligion in yielding to the Bondage of human Ter- 
rors, whatever be the Calamities that threaten us, 
or how near ſo ever they may approach us; that 
in order to preſerve the Dignity of human Nature, 
and do Juſtice to the Principles of rational Picty, 
we ſhould preſerve our Minds erect, and tranquil, 
and ſuppreſs all thoſe Anxieties that ty 

ase b 2 hinder 
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under the preſent unnatural Invaſion. 11 


hinder us from poſſeſſing our Souls in Peace, or 
diſhearten us from thoſe more active Services, that 
our own Preſervation, or the publick Safety, may 
demand from us. : | 

3. Nor ſhould we be leſs cautious in conveying 
our Fears and ſpreading our Terrors amongſt others, 


Say ye not, A Confederacy, according as all which 


bis People ſay is a Confederacy ; whereby they be» 
came incapable of any ſober Deliberation, of any 
fixed Counſels, of ſhewing any Firmneſs and Con- 
ſtancy of Mind, of entering on or purſuing any vi- 
orous Meaſures, or of exerting themſelves in Be- 
alf of their threatened Country. In many Caſes 
wiſe Men ſhould keep their Apprehenſions in their 
own Breaſts, even though the Reaſons of them are 
but too juſt and.certain, and never make ſuch Re- 
reſentations of Nanger to others, as may tend to 
diſpirit and deject them. bn: . 
There is indeed a Senſe of Danger, that ſhould 
at Taper Seaſons be excited throughout all Ranks 
and Degrees of Men, When the publick Welfare 


and Peace, the very Being of Society, the Conſtitu- 


tion of a Kingdom is in any immediate Hazard, and 
when the Conſequence of a ſucceſsful Invaſion is 
and muſt be the ſure Deſtruction of every thing that 
is or can be valuable to Mankind, the Alarm ſhould 
be inſtantly ſpread, and that loudly and univerſally 
too, that every diſtant Corner of the Land may hear 
it; to awaken the Indolent out of their Supineneſs 
and Sloth, to bring the Inconſiderate to due Re- 
flection, to make Men rightly ſenſible of the almoſt 
forgotten Value of the Privileges they have long 


enjoyed, and to excite that Warmth and Fire in 


every Breaſt, that may help to. conſume 7he deſperate 
Invaders of a Nation's Peace, who want to kindle 
up a Flame that may devour the national Proſpe- 
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"1 112 The Danger and Duty of Good Men, 
| And with reſpect to the preſent Invaſion, that 


now threatens to over-run us, no Words can de- 
ſeribe, no Imagination can form a due Conception 
of the Miſeries that muſt befall us, ſhould Gop for 
our Sins ſuffer it to become ſucceſsful. We ſhall 
then be reckon'd, and dearly rectonꝰ d with, for what 


our Enemies will call a Rebellion of almoſt ſixty 


Years ſtanding; fot diſpoſſeſſing the Father of his 
Kingdoms, and keepin out the Son from what he 
inſolently calls bis rig 52 Inheritance. Should he, 

through the Madneſs of the People, or as the Ef- 


fect of Gov's Diſpleaſure towards us, be once per- 


mitted to ſeize on it, what can we expect from one 
enraged by long Diſappointment, irritated by a per- 
Ree Baniſhment from his Childhood, heated with 
eſentment, urged on Italian Malice, and influ- 
enced by the Counſels of cruel and relentleſs Priefts : 
I fay,. what can we expect otherwiſe, but that his 
* Little Finger will  be' heavier than his Father's 
Loins, but that he will 401 to our Yoke ; and where- 
45 be chaſtiſed us with Whips, this will chaſtzn us 
th Scorpions? The national Debts, which have 
= contracted in Support of our Liberties, and 
the Preſervation of our preſent Conſtitution; and 
which the Fortunes, the A of ſo many Fami- 
ies, ſuch Numbers of Widows and Orphans are 
embarked, muſt be inſtantly cancel'd, and the pre- 
ſent Proprietors reduced to Beggary and Want. For 
can any one be ſo weak as to imagine, that he will 
regard, or think himſelf obliged to pay Debts, which 
the Nation hath been involved in, only to ſecure 


| his Excluſion from the Throne and Government? 


The Eſtates of our Nobility and Gentry muſt ſoon 
change hands, and the low - born hungry Abettors of 
this treaſonable Invaſion riot in their Palaces and 


devour their Plenty. The Church-Lands, as they 


, 2 are 


* 1 Kings xii. 10, 11. 
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this intended Reſtoration 


Jured, If many Millions are to be at once Jpunged out, 
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are called, i. e. thoſe large Eſtates that were for- 

merly gotten from the Laity by Lyes and Falſhood, 

by Fraud and Impoſture,and appropriated to main- 

tain thoſe Neſts of Drones in Monaſteries, Abba- 

cies, Priories, and Nunnenes, that. practiſed the 

inoſt enormous Crimes, will be challenged by ra- 
pacious Priefts, and revert to thoſe ſpiritual Tyrants 
of Mankind, without the leaſt Satistaction made to 

thoſe who are now the Owners of them; or if 
made to any, made out of the Plunder and Spoil 

of others condemned under Form of Law, or de- 

ſtroyed by more open Violence and Force. A 

Grants that have been made for tbe moſt. ignal Ser- 

vices under thoſe preceding Reigns, which will then 
be term'd Uſurpations, muſt be void in Fact. All 
Purchaſes made under Parliamentary Santtions and 
 Attainders, and thoſe Fortcitures that we have eſ- 
teem'd as juſtly incurred for Treaſon and Rebellion, 
will be declared ill and null; thoſe Attainders 
reverſed, and thoſe Forfeitures adjudged to be 


wicked and tyrannical. The Tables will then be 


turn'd, and what is Rebellion now will then be 
Loyalty, and what is now Loyalty will then be 
Treaſon. Our Eſtates will then be forfeited. Con- 
fiſcations, Attainders, and Executions amongſt all 
Ranks and Degrees, and in all Parts of theſe King- 


doms, will immediately take place; and 7Zhe. Aue 


and the Gibbet every where chaſtiſe the wretched 


Inhabitants of this Land, for introducing and 


maintaining what ie net. Lordo, who ſeek Dominion 
over us, will ſtile the Long Uſurpaiion. Should 

6. & place, Eſtates and 
Honours muſt. be provided for 4aniſp:d Traytors, 


for the now ſtarving Adherents to tbe eutlaw'd Ex-. 


ile, and the wretched, and needy Courtiers of that 
Pretender, whom we have ſo often and /o ſolemnly ab- 


cr 
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under the ſpecious Pretence of ea/ing-the Nation of 
ahe Burden of its Debts, how many Millions muſt 
you be loaded with in the room of them, to pay 
the Debts contraſted to Hanse, to Spain, and Nome, 


for the Support of 1he attainted Fugitive, and to 


enable him to k the moch P. of a Kin 
Our Liberties, pr, $0 been eure the View 
tance, Equity and Juſtice of our Erben ſinee the 
glorious Revolution, will inſtantliy expire, and Me- 
thods be taken the moſt effectually to prevent their 
—— Our Laws will either become a Dead Let. 
or the beſt of them be repealed, and give way 
to © a cls Wil and Pleaſute. The Maxims of Spain, 
France, and Raume, will become the only Maxims of 
our Government, and eſpecial Care will be taken to 
ruſh: the Seeds of any future Reſiſtance, and to 


- rivet the Fetters of an &ernal abet on our Necks. 


As te Religion, here the Proſpect. is peculiar y 


dreadful, and we have every Thing to fo that the 


moſt-execrable. Superſtition can invent, the moſt * an- 
tonTybanny can impoſe, and the moſt infernal Cruelty 


can (xerciſe: The Goſpel of *our' Blefſed-Lord, 


whick we have now the Liberty of converſing with 
every Day, and which is able to make us wiſe-to 


| Salvation, and from whence we draw living Waters 
of Grace and Fruth, and divine Conſolation, will 


—— torn out of our Hands, and the read- 

dbem Labſelt us to greater Infumy, and a more 
— Puniſhment hn Murder or Treaſon, In- 
ſtead of the Truths of Gov, you ſhall be taught 
only the Inventions and Doctrines, the Lyes and 
Legends of Men. Inſtead of believing rational 


| «Principles, ue ſhall be forced 10 ſwallow the moff 


Aapid and ſhocking Aſurdities, or - to (profeſs the 
Belief of them contrary to our Convititons and 


Conſciences, or burn if we have the Courage and 
*Conſtancy.openly to renounce them. Tei 
Obje 


Seto be 


Object of Worſhip, the only living and true GOD, 
you will be no longer permitted to worſhip with 
that Simplicity and Purity his Word directs; but 
rival Altars will be erected in all our Churches, the 
Knee bent and the Hand lift up, and the Sacrifices 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving be offered to thoſe, who 
neither deferve our Homage, nor can reward it. 
No longer will you be allow'd to direct your De- 
votions to the Throne of Gop by the one only Me- 
digtor ; but we muſt admit Saints and Angels, and 
dead Men, who whilſt living were many of them 


the Perſecutors and Murderers of the Saints of God, 


and the avowed Supporters of all the worlt Impie- 
ties and Corruptions of the Church of Rome, into a 
Partnerſhip with the Son of God in the high Office 
of Interceſſor with his Heavenly Father. Inſtead of 
worſhipping him in Spirit and Truth, and according 
to the Preſcription of pure and undefiled Rehigion, 


numberleſs Rites and Ceremonies, which one would 


wonder that even the Folly of Men could have in- 


vented or endured, will uſurp the Place of it, and 


all the gaudy Pomp and Pageantry of Theatrical 
paſſed on us for the Beauty of Holineſs, and 
the very Eſſence of Chriftian Piety and Devotion. 
If he prevails, who now heads this unva/ural Rabel- 
lion, that is broke out in our Land, to theſe Things 
you muſt ſubmit, or refuſe it at · your Peril. He in- 


| vades us as the ſworn Enemy of our Religion and 


Liberties. Born and zur/ed up in the very Boſom of 


| Rome, he hath ſuck'd in both the Superſtition and 


Cruelty of that Mos ber of Idolatry, hath from his very 


Birth been taught by his Prieſts and Confeſſors to 


look on and abhor every Proteſtant as under be 


damnable Guilt of Hereſy ; a'Crime that Church e- 
ver forgi 

draft Prualty of eternal Damnation. And if Bribes, 
and Solicitations, and Threatnings will not reconcile 


, and. obliges him toextirpate under the 


— 
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us to her Impieties and Idolatries, let us not deceive 
ourſelves by imagining, that ſhe will ſcruple rougher 
and ſeverer Methods, or that he who hath found 
in her a perpetual Aſylum, and lived in great Mea- 
ſure @ Pen/iongr on her Bounty, will refuſe to put in 
Practice her Maxime for the Extirpation of Hereſy, 
or be backward toexecute Vengeance on thoſe, whom 
ſhe hath long ſince doomed to Deſtruction. To 
reconcile theſe Kingdoms to his own Church, to 
lead-Great-Britain as a captive Penitent to the Papal 
Chair, and'extinguiſh for ever the Spirit of Schiſm 
and Rebellion againſt him, whom he looks on as be 
Vicar and Repreſentative of Chriſt, he would look 
on as the principal Glory of his Reign, and make it 
the great Object of his Ambition and Endeavour. 
The gentle Spirit of 4 Toleration would no more be 
allow'd, or be allow*d only for a while, with the 
ſole view, as once we know it was, the more ſuc- 
ce ſ fully and ſecurely ts introduce that Bane of all 
Religion, the Cur <> 4 Popery. - If the modern Ad- 
vocates for this Cauſe dreſs it up in @ mare innocent 
and harmleſs Form, and — 2 it in all be Meel- 


_ neſs of the Lamb, tell them you are not ignorant of 


their Perſecutions in theſe Kingdoms, and of the 
Fires they lighted up to conſume the Saints and 
Confeſſors of Jeſus, in the bloody Reign of Mary. 


Put them in mind of the curſed Tragedy they ated 


on the Iriſb Proteſtants in the Reign of K. Charles I. 


the helliſh Pariſian Maſſacre, the Cruelties practiſed 


at Thorn, their late Barbarities in the Palatingte, 
Saltzburgh, and other Places of Germany. Aſk 
them how they now treat the Proteſtants in France 


and Spain, the good Allies and grand Supports of 
him, who claims the Dominion over us; where 


they dragoon thoſe whom their Prieſts ſtyle Here 


ticks, confiſcate their Eſtates, hang their Miniſters, 


or riot in the Cruelties my — in the bellifþ 


Inquiſition. 
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Taquifition. Recall to their Remembrance the Bulls 
of their Popes, exciting the Princes within their 

-Communion to extirpate Hereſy, and all its Fa- 
vourers and Abettors, and the Decrees of their Coun- 
cils,” authoriſing thoſe accurſed Methods of propa- 
gating their Faith, and openly affronting Gop and 
Man, by impiouſly ordaining, That Faith is not to 
be kept with Hereticks, Bid them inform you, when 
and by what Popes theſe Bulls were recalled, and by 
what general Councils theſe infamous. Decrees have 
been ever reverſed. Aſk them if they can point 
out one ſingle Popiſh Nation or Government now 
in Europe, where there is a legal Toleration for the 
Proteſtants, and where the worſt Sevetities are not 
practiſed againſt them, where the Prieſts can pre- 
vail, and the Princes are nat reſtrained b political 
Conſiderations, or awed by ſuperior Power from 
gratifying them. In a Word, introduce this pre- 
ſumptuous Invader into theſe Kingdoms, and ſet- 
tle him firmly on the Throne of our preſent Sove- 
reign, and tbe trat iris of Popery will immediate- 
ly appear, put on her ſanguinary Robes, and ſtalk 
through all the Cities of theſe Nations, with her 
Garments dipt in Blood, attended with all her dread- 
ful Inſtruments and Miniſters of Vengeance and 
Fou may perhaps be told by thoſe who wiſh 
well to this Invaſion, that all Fears, as to Re- 
ligion, are needleſa and imaginary, and that he 
—— to theſe Crowns, will defend the pre- 
ſent Eftabliſhment and the Proteſtant Religion, and 
only deſires the Liberty of profeſſing his own + But 
. beware Chriſtians and Proteſtants of the Promiſes 
of Popiſn Princes. Their very Oaths, are no Se- 
curity, They have 4 Diſpenſation fur breaking 
them. They muſt break them, they dare not keep 
them; and it is a mortal Sin for them to keep them 


C 2 with 
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with Hereticks. Neither the Dictates of Huma- 
nity, the greateſt Good-nature of Diſpoſition, . 
Senſe of Honour, Generoſity, Awes of Gop, not 
all the Conſiderations of the moſt ſacred and ſo- 
lemn Nature united, can bind them contrary to the 
Commands of their Church, and the Suggeſtions 
and Orders of their Prieſts and Confeſſors. Re- 
collect that Queen Mary poſitively promiſed the Men 
of Suffolk, that ſhe would leave Religion in the State 
foe found it, and only reſerve to herſelf the Liberty 
of ber own; and afterwards JE declared in 
Council, that ſbe would uſe no Foret Conſcience 
in Affairs of Religion: And yet, no ſooner was ſhe 
ſettled on her Throne, but ſhe ſhewed-her own 
and her Religions >loody Diſpoſetion, and lighted up 
the Flames of Martyrdom throughout every Corner 
of the Kingdom. Remember the much later In- 
ſtance of Ning James II. who, in his firſt Speech to 
e Council, aſſured them, that be would make it bis 
"Endeavour is preſerve the Government both in Church 
and State as then by Law eftabliſhed,” and that be 
would always take cas to defend and | ſupport "the 
Church of England: And yer, the whole of his 
ſhort Reign was one uniform Attempt to ſubvert 
and deſtroy the Religion and Liberties of theſe 
Nations ; and the many cruel Executions of his 
Proteſtant Subjects that took Place under his Go- 
vernment, demonſtrated hat the whole Body of 
them had to expect, if he could but firmly have 
_ eſtabliſhed his Power, and fixed himſelf without 
Fear and Oppoſition in the Government, Theſe 
Inſtances demonſtrate what Confidence is to be 
placed in the moſt ſolemn Promiſes: of Popith 
Princes, and the infinite Folly of a Proteſtant Peo- 


.ple's truſting to hem. F 
Theſe Things you ſhould” be told at ſuch a 
Jy a 62. They Gonkd be pobliied ich 
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the loudeſt Voice, that may r 


Borders. They ſhould be be the Subject 

Converſation, and e Man ſhould be ugh ta 
that the preſent Conteſt with our Enemies is for 
every thing that is dear to.usas Men and Chriſtians. 
They ſhould be farther. told, what dreadful 
Confulions, what numberleſs Deſolatiogs, what 
utter Ruiy to their Perſons, Fortunes and Habita- 
— muſt be the certain and unavoidable Con- 
ſequences, if, whatever the final Event be, the 
— lavaſion. ſhould ſpread, and the Struggle 
tween -the .Inyaders and the Lovers of their 
Country-ſhould; become general. Do thoſe falſe; 
thoſe feloniaus Proteſtants, that ſpeak with Plea 
ſure of the Pretender's ſucceſsful Beginning, ima- 
that we will. fit down and tamely ſubmit to 
his Yoke, and bow our Necks to @ Creature, whom 
know not 3 whence he is ſprung; whom 
we know to. de a higotted Papift, and bred up in 
all the Maxims of the moſt arbitrary and tyranni- 
cal Government? That we will quietly part with 
our King, whom we know bath what and whence be 
#5, 8 firm, Proteſtant in Principle, a Friend to 
our Conſtitution, a Lover of Liberty, a Defender 
of our Laws, and of whoſe Government we have 
taſted the Sweets, and experienced the Benefits: 
What, chat we will part with him for a Stranger, 
4 20 — whoſe Father, if he was his 
e Anceſtors forced to abdicate, 
far the —_— — —— — bare- A upon 
our Rights and Privileges! Do they imagine that 
„e will ſuffer them to riſe in Arty | us, 
without avenging their Perfidy, and calling them 
to an Account for their Perjuries and Treaſons? 
It they perſiſt to bring him in by Conqueſt and 
Blood, do they think we will 5 


n . they ſhall not ſhare our Miſenes, 


and 


** 
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and fall with us, if we fall, in the ſame Deſtruction; 
= that we will not endeavour to ſhake theſe Ring- 
oms from their very Foundations, rather than they 
ſhall have the Settlement they intend ? Let them 
Jook on the Spirit of Engliſh Liberty, that the Pro- 
vidence of Gop hath now rouzed, -and tremble for 
themſelves if they dare farther to provoke it, The 
Invader indeed inſolently tells us, He'll ſucceed, or 
Perifh in the Attempt : And I hope in Go Thouſands 
and Ten Thouſands will be found amongſt us, as re- 
ſolute in a better Cauſe, and bravely determined to 
Kae rather than he ſhall ſucceed in this Attempt. 
ave not his Friends conſidered, that we have a 
Prince on the Throne, too ſteady to part with his 
own and Family's Rights, and his People*s Liberty, 
without a Struggle to preſerve them? That there 
is not a Proteſtant Prince or State in Europe, but 
ig immediately concerned in the Preſervation of his 
Perſon and Government, and muſt in Intereſt aſſiſt 
him with their Forces to cruſh this Rebellion, if it 
ariſes to a greatet Head? That the only Allies this 
Invader hath to ſupport him, are the ſworn, the 
(hereditary Enemies of theſe Kingdoms, with whom 
we have been ſtruggling for our Liberties near 
300 Years, France-and Spain, who would be glad 
to involve us in a Civil War, and even to 
us as a Nation? And is there a Man, that wears tlie 
Name of a Proteſtant, who 4s ſuch a Viper and 
abandoned Miſcreant, as to wiſn to fee, and intro- 
duce by a Rebellion, Kings and Nations 
in their Forces on us, ſome to deſtroy, ſome 22 
ſave us; all conſpiring to eat up our Plenty, to 
ſhare our Riches, to ſpread Slaughterall around us, 
and turn theſe” once happy Lands into an Acel- 
dama, a Field of Blood ?. Good Gop !* that there 
ſhould be a Briton found that can harbour ſuch u 
Thought 4- Forgive me, Or" Proteſtants and 
| © Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, that I thus ſhed a Tear over the threat« 
ned Sufferings of my Country, and thus deſcribe 
to you the ſubſtantial Horrors that you muſt feel, 
ſhould this rebellious Invaſion be attended with 
much farther Succeſs, But for what Reaſon do I 
paint theſe Terrors before you ? What, to intimi- 
date and diſtreſs you ? W hat, to ſink your Courage, 
and weaken your Reſolution: No: But to awaken, 


.animate, and invigorate you; to inſpire you with 


Zeal and Fortitude in the Defence of your King, 
your Country, your Laws, your Liberties, your 


Religion, and your Proper ties; to inſpire you with 


a Deteſtation of Popery, that falſe Religion that 
is the Abhorrence of Gov, the Reproach of the 


Chriſtian Name, and invented to extirpate Truth 


and Righteouſneſs, and Liberry from the Earth; 
to teach you how to value more the Government 


of a mild, honeſt, and Proteſtant Prince; to bene 
you to unite your Hearts and Hands, your Purſes 
and your Influence, your Prayers and Interceſſions, 


in his, the Nation's, and your own Defence; tb 
forget all Party-Differences and Diſtinctions, all 


Heart · burnings and jealouſies one amongſt another? 


would to God the Danger of this Invaſion might 
eternally bury them, and that none ſince theſe Trou- 


bles began, had made the leaſt Attempt to revive 


them | And all Proteſtants, Churchmen and Diſſen- 
ters, to ariſe as one Perſon, to ſtop the Progreſs, and 
repreſs the Inſolence of this Son of Tabeal, and 
bring him and his traiterous Adberents to the Pu- 


niſhment and Vengeance they ſo juſtly deſerve. All 


Fears and Apprehenſions that tend to fink and dif- 


ſpirit you, are now peculiarly unſeaſonable. The. 


propagating ſuch Fears amongſt others, is an Tn- 


jury to the Nation, gives a Stab to publick Credit, 


. muſt tend to the general Embarraſment and Con- 


fuſion, and can be done only by weak Men, or by 


—. 


bad 
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bad Men, who are determined Friends to the Inva- 


Hon that threatens us. Tis one of the Arts our 
Enemies have. tried to make uſe of, to bri 

about the Miſchief they have deviſed nt 
us. But God, that watches over our Liberties, 
and is the Guardian of theſe Kingdoms, hath 


fruſtrated the Deſign, by exciting a publick 


Spirit, and leading our wealthy ants and 
bſtzntial Traders into a Combination, that 
hath prevented the Stroak that was levelled at the 
national Credit, and eſtabliſhed it on fo ſolid a 
Foundation, as I truſt neither the Malice nor 
Subtlety of our Enemies ſhall be able to ſubvert. 
Let not the Friends of our Conſtitution, by haſty 
Fears, and giving way to the Reports that our 
Adverſaries will not fail every Day to raiſe and 


ſpread amongſt us, aſſiſt them in their Deſigns to 


ruin us; but with a calm Reſolution each exert 
himſelf in his proper Station, and * of ti- 
midly ſpreading the Cry, The Invaſion, The Inva- 
fon, do whatever their Hand finds to do, with 
all their Diligence, and all their 2 5 to ſtop the 
and prevent the Effects of it. Let not 


| the unkind Inſinuations that may be raſhly thrown 
out at ſuch a JunEture by any Proteftants againſt 


make you cool through Reſentment to the com- 


mon Intereft, or ſlacken your Endeavours now to - 


preſerve that Eflabliſhment,which cannot ſink, with- 
out burying all that is dear to us in its Ruins, Shew 
by the readieſt Concurrence in all wiſe and vigour- 
ous Meaſures, that even the Church of England as 

» AS 


__ eftablſhed by Lat, is the Object of your 
a Part and valuable Part of the Proteſtant Intereſt; 
and that though in ſome things yau-think yd ur- 
ſelves bound in Conſcience 1 differ from ber, you 
will not ſee her inſulted, threatned, and endanger d 
by her and your avow'd Enemies, from whence 


ſoever 


4 
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ſoever they come, and under what Denomination 
ſoever they may appear: It by any of your own, 
where that hath the Sanction of an Eſtabliſhment, 
where it hath not none will be found, count them 
as your Enemies, lend all the Aſſiſtance you can to 
ſuppreſs them, and ſhew the World you are not 
for mending Churches by Rebellion and Treaſon, by 
Violence and the Sword; and thus make your 
grateful Acknowledgments to a Government and 
Eſtabliſhment, which ſhew you that Protection 
which, as good Subjects, you have à natural Right to, 
by making their Cauſe your own, and living and 
dying in the Defence of your united Intereſts, 
Nor let what true Religion dictates in this Cireum- 
ſtance of Affairs be forgotten by us: Bur as the 
inſpired Prophet exhorts us, let us call in Gop 
to our Aid in the Time of Trouble. Second Cauſes 
and human Helps are not to be forgotten, and diſ- 
regarded; nor ſhould they be e on and 
confided in, as our only and beſt Security. The 
Prophet's Advice to the Faithful of the Land is, 
not only that they ſhould no? fear the Fear of others, 
neiſber be afraid like them; but that 
1. They ſhould /anFify Jebovab the Lord f Hoſts 
himſelf. Jehovah was the proper Name of the Gop 
of Iſrael, by which he was known and diſtinguiſh'd 
from all the falſe and Idol Gods of the Nations, and 
ſeems to denote the Certainty and Neceſſity of his 
Being, in Oppoſition to thoſe fi 7itious Deities of 
the Gentiles, which either had no real Being, but 
were the mere Creatures of Imagination; or which, 


if they exiſted, had no divine Powers and Attri- 


butes, and ſo were proper Idols and Things of 
Nothing, Lying Vanities, without Knowledge and 
Power to help. But the Lord is the true God. It ſhould 


have been rendet'd, Jehovah is ibe true God, be is 
. D 


the 


e Jer. x. 10. 
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the living God, and an everlaſting King. * Thus ſaith 
Jehovah the King of 1/frae!, JI am the firſt, and Iam 
the laſt, and beſides me there is no God; a juft God 
and a Saviour, there is none beſides me. 

This J ebovab, this true, this living, this eter- 
nal Gov, is ſtiled he God of Hoſts ; a Character 
that implies his Poſſeſſion of infinite and abſolute 
Power, The 5 great the mighty God, Jehovah the God 
of Hoſts is his Name, great in Counſel, and mighty 
in Work, FE; 

And as all Power thus belongs to Jehovab, he is 
farther the God of Hoſts, becauſe all the Hoſts of 
Heaven, and Earth, and Nature, are abſolutely 
ſubje& to his Controul, and are the Inſtruments 
he makes uſe of to execute his Pleaſure. The 
bleſſed Angels on high are all willingly ſubject to 
his ſupreme Authority, wait the ſacred Orders of 
his Will, and are employed by him either as Inſtru- 
ments of his Vengeance, or in friendly Offices 
towards the Heirs of Salvation. How numer- 
ous ſoever the Hoſts of evil Spirits are, their 
Power is limited, their Malice bounded by his ſo- 
vereign Decree, and oftentimes over - ruled to bring 
about Purpoſes contrary to their Intentions ; and 
whenever they do hurt, it is in Virtue of the di- 
vine Permiſſion, and beyond this they dare not, 
cannot go. And as to Men, how formidable ſo- 
ever the Armies they may gather, tho? their Com- 
manders and Leaders may pride themſelves in the 
Multitude of their Forces, and plan out Schemes 
of Victory and Conqueſt, and proudly boaſt they 
will ſubdue the Nations, and divide their Spoil ; 
yet ſo contemptible is their Power, ſo vain and 
impotent their Counſels, that || be who ts in Hea- 
ven laughs them to ſcorn, and the Lord bath them in 
Deriſſon; and when he ſuffers them in any Inſtances 
_ , to 
* If. xliv. 6. + xlv, 21. 5 Jer. xxxii. 18, 19. | PC. ii. 4. 
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to become ſucceſsful, they are nothing but mere 
Inſtruments in his Hands, to carry on the Scheme 
of his eternal Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which ſhall 
ſtand in ſpite of all Oppoſition : For, There is no 
Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor Counſel againſt the 
Lord, who doth whatſoever he pleaſes in the Armies 
of Heaven and amongſt the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
This Jehovah, this God of Hoſts, we are com- 
manded to ſanctify. Fehovab the God of Hoſts, 
fani7ify him, To ſanctify, in the primary and pro- 
- Senſe of the Word, is t ſeparate one Thing 
rom another; and 1 ſanfify God, is to ſeparate 
him in our Minds and by our Actions from all 
other Objects, ſo as to conſider and acknowledge 
him as the only Living and True Gop; and thus 
is oppoſed to Idolatry, or the Acknowledgetnent - 
and Worſhip of idol and fictitious Gods. 

In Conſequence of this, to ſanify God implies 
farther, to aſcribe to him that Holineſs, that in- 
finite and 'abſolute Perfection and Rectitude, that 
is his peculiar and inſeparable Glory; and in our 
Apprehenſions of him to remove from him every 
natural and moral Defect, 

As the Effect of this we muſt farther ſan7ify 
him by a ſuitable and becoming Worſhip and 
Adoration of him, worthy the infinite Excellency 
and Glory of his Character, and according to his 
own Preſcription and Order; not only acknowledg- 
ing in our Hearts his ſupreme Majeſty, eternal 
Godhead, Rectitude of Nature, and Holineſs of 
Government, but confeſſing it with the Mouth, 
and openly declaring it by ſuch Acts of Homage, 
and external Devotion, as are agreeable to his 
Will, and may be a publick Teſtimony for him 
before Men, of the high and worthy Sentiments * 
we form concerning him, and the inward Eſteem 
and Veneration that we pay him, This in Scrip- 

* ture 
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ture Language is, to + ſaniify Jehovah in the 
Eyes of the People. 

And finally, To ſanctify the Lord Jehovah, as, 
the God of Hel, implies that we regard him as 
ſupreme in Dominion, as poſſeſſing univerſal Em- 
pire, and particularly as controuling the Armies 
of earthly Princes, as reſtraining and over-ruling 
the Rage of the Multitude, and the vain Threats 
and Boaſtings of their Leaders; as the great Diſ- 
poſer of Victory, as able to diſappoint and hum- 
ble the proudeſt Oppreſſors in their Projects of 
aggrandizing their own Dominions, and bringing 
others under their oppreſſive Yoke as able to 
protect and ſave his faithful People, when they. 
cry to him in their Extremity and Danger, from 
every hoſtile Invaſion, and to- diſappoint the In- 
tention of the moſt powerful Confederacies againſt 
them; how deeply ſoever the Project to enſlave 
or deſtroy them may be laid, and how numerous 
the Forces they may collect, to execute the Pure. 

of their Ambition or Revenge. 

2. The ſanctifying Gop- in this Manner, will 

oduce that Fear of him in the Mind, which is 
inſeparable from the Character of a truly religious 
Man, and the grand Principle that animates him, 
throughout the whole of Life. And therefore 
the inſpired Prophet adds: Sanfify the Lord of 
Hoſts, and let bim be your Fear, and your Dread. 
Let him be the Object of your humbleſt and 


mo awful Reverence, and cheriſh the deepeſt Ve- 
neration for this moſt excellent and glorious Being, 


whoſe infinite Majeſty, Perfection, Rectitude of 
Nature, ſupreme Dominion, and univerſal Em- 
pire, demand this Ackiowladgement and Tribus 
n you Hrarts. 
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Fear his Diſpleaſure, and dread nothing ſo much 
as falling under the Weight of his Indignation, 
The Wrath of Man he can reſtrain, and prevent 
the Effects of it from reaching you. But who 
knows the Power of his Anger, or can ſupport un- 
der the Effects of it, ſhould he enter into Judge- 
ment with us? 
Stand in awe of God and fin not. Let our Hearts 
be impreſſed with ſuch a deep Senſe of his Holi- 
neſs of Nature, his Authority over us, his con- 
ſtant Preſence with us, and his determined Pur- 
poſe, to execute Vengeance on incorrigible Sinners, 
as ſhall excite us to Repentance for paſt Tranſgreſ- 
fions, and render us careful no more willingly to 
offend. _ | * 
And as the Character of Jehovah, the Living 
God, the God of Armies, employing his Care and 
Power for the Defence of his People, naturally 
inſpires not only Awe, but Eſteem, Complacency 
and Confidence, ſo this Fear and Dread of Gop 
ſhould be attempered and feveetened with an intire 
perpetual Truſt, and with the firmeſt and moſt 
chearful Reliance on him; which we are more 


eſpecially called on to exerciſe in Times of pecu- 


liar Fear and Danger, becauſe. he. is abundantly 
able to extricate us out of our Difficulties, never 
wants the Inclination to afford us the Relief we 


need, never is at a loſs for Means to execute the 


Purpoſes of his Goodneſs, and can make all the 


Powers of Heaven and Earth contribute to our 


Deliverance and Safety. And finally: 

Me ſhould conſider. this Repreſentation of Je- 
hovah as the living GOD, and the Lord of Haſts, with 
an holy Reverence and Dread, as carrying in it 
Vengeance and ſure Deſtruction to tyrannical In- 
vaders, proud Oppreſſors, and cruel Perſecutors. 
And in this View the ſacred Writings frequently 
© | repreſent 
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repreſent him; and the whole Courſe of Divine 
Providence is an abundant Demonſtration, that the 
Account is juſt and true. How many oppreſſive 
Powers and perſecuting Empires and Kingdoms, 
have been finally diſſolved, and utterly deſtroyed ? 
The Egyptian, Syrian, Aſſyrian, Babylonian, Perſian, 
Macedonian, and Roman Monarchies and Empires, 
that have lorded it over Mankind, and drank deep 
in the Guilt of Perſecution, are now no more. 
How many particular Kings and Princes doth ſa- 
cred and prophane Hiſtory furniſh us with, who 
have been made ſignal Inſtances of a divine Ven- 
nce! And there is a Time, when Gop will 
make Inquiſition for the Blood that hath been un- 
righteouſly ſpilt in the Chriſtian Church, and ſhew 
how precious the Death of his Saints is in his Sight. 
There is a Seaſon, when Rome itſelf, the great 
Source of Idolatry, the Mother of Harlots and Abo- 
minations of the Earth; who hath long been drunken 
with the Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood of 
the Martyrs of Jeſus, ſhall dearly pay for all her 
Frauds, Impieties, and Cruelties; and Gop ſhall 
avenge at her Hands the Blood of his Prophets and 
Saints, and of all that were ſlain in her upon the 
Earth. This at leaſt is certain, that idolatrous 
Nations ſtand peculiarly marked out as Objects of 
the divine Vengeance; that the Tyrants and great 
Oppreſſors of the Earth are foremoſt in the Liſts 
of Deſtruction; and that tho? unrighteous and per- 
ſecuting Powers may be permitted to flouriſh for 
a while, and harraſs and diſtreſs the People and 
Church of Gop, yet that Gop will finally break 
their Yoke from off his Servants Neck, and cauſe 
Oppreſſion and Perſecution to come to a perpetual 
End, And unto Gop, under this Character of 
The Lard of Hoſts, the ſure Refuge and Judge 

of his People, and righteous Avenger of his 
Enemies, 


Dr 


nr. 


under the preſent unnatural Invaſion. 29 


Enemies, we ſhould look with an holy Reverence 
and Awe; eſpecially in Times of publick Diſtreſs 
and Danger, when we ourſelves are threaten'd by 
their Power, and they are entering into Combina- 
tions and Schemes for the intire Subverſion of our 
Religion and Liberties; I ſhould rather ſay, for 
the Deſtruction of the Intereſt and Cauſe of Gon 
amongſt us, and the Extirpation of the Doctrine 
and Worſhip of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Then let 
us calm our Fears, ariſing from the Rage and 
Power of Men, by attending to the more dreadful 
Terrors of the Divine Anger that his Adverſaries 
ſhall ſooner or later feel, and ſay with the inſpired 
Prophet: M ho can ſtand before his Indignation ? Who 


dan abide in the Fierceneſs of bis Anger? But the 


Lord is good, a ſtrong Hold in the Day of Trouble, 
and be knows them that truſt in him. And this leads 
me to add a few Words, wad 

III. To the Third and Laſt General, which is, the 
great Encouragement Gop gives us by the Pro- 
phet to Sanctiſy him, and make him our Fear and 
our Dread; and that is, He ſhall be for a Sanctuary. 
The Sanctuary was properly the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, where Gop, the King of 1ſrael, in a peculiar 
Manner reſided. And as it was conſecrated to 
God, and inhabited by the Divine Preſence, it was 
looked upon as a proper Aſylum, or Place of Re- 
fuge, never to be violated, and where all were 
looked on as abſolutely ſecure, under the immedi- 
ate Tuition and Protection of Gop himſelf, After- 
wards the Temple was called God's Sanctuary for the 
ſame Reaſons, And therefore when Gop promiſes 
to become à Sanctuary to them that feared him, 


from the Invaſion that threaten'd them, the Mean» 


ing is, that they ſhould be as ſafe, under his Al- 
mighty Protection, from the Evil and Deſtruction 
| | that 


* Nahum i. 5,6, 7. 
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that might be intended them, as though they were 
ſecured in ſome inviolable Ahlum, where no Power 
or Force could injure them; and that, in order to 
this, Jeruſalem ſhould not be taken by the united 
Forces of the Confederate Princes, nor Abaz be de- 
throned, nor tbe Royal Family extirpated, nor the 
Son of Tabeal be advanced to the Throne and King- 
dom. And the Event demonſtrated the Truth of 
the Prediction; the two Kings being forced with 
Diſhononr to return home, without being able to ac- 
compliſh the great Intention of their Expedition. 
'*Tis indeed obſervable, that this Promiſe of 
Gop's being a Sanctuary to thoſe that fear'd him, 
is immediately follow*d by a very terrible Threat- 
ning to the reſt of that ſinful People: He fhall be 
for a Sanctuary; but for a Stone of Stumbling, and 
for a Rock of Offence io both the Houſes of Iſrael, for 
2 Gin and for a Snare to the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
and many amongſt you ſhall ſtumble and fall, and be 
broken, and be ſnared, and be taken, Both the In- 
vaded and the Invaders are here many of them point- 
ed out for a ſure Deſtruction; as it accordingly 
came to paſs. When the Sins of any People are ri- 
ſen to a great Height, and they will not be reform- 
ed by any of the common Methods of his Provi- 
"ence, there is Reaſon to fear Gop will puniſh their 
Iniquities by other neceſſary Methods of Severity. 
He may ſometimes permit the moſt unrighteous In- 
vglions for a while to become ſucceſsful; and the Ca- 
lamities attending them to ſpread almoſt through- 
out a whole Nation: He may ſuffer this even out 
of Mercy to it; to revive loſt or ſinking Principles, 
and a due Senſe of Religion and Virtue amongſt 
Men; to put ſome powerful Check on their Vices, 
and as the Means of ſaving a People; whom he 
hath long favour'd and profper*d, from worfe-Ca- 
amities, and a more complicated and intire De- 
* ſtruction. 


under the preſent unnatural Invaſion. 31 
ſtruction, And though fuch Events muſt bs 
greatly diſtreſſing to the bett, and they may be ex- 
poſed to a thouſand Anxieties and Dangers amidſt 
ſuch national Confuſions and Calamities, yet when 
Gop intends to anſwer theſe Purpoſes by them, 
religious Men . muſt, generally ſpeaking, be preſer- 
ved from the Effects of that Storm, which is thus 
eſpecially directed againſt incurable Sinners, and 
intended to ſweep them off; that the Land may reft 
from Wickedneſs, and no longer mourn becauſe of 
the Iniquities of them that dwell therein. 

Nor is fuch a Diſtinction of the Good from the 
Bad, in national Calamities, the leaſt Difficulty in 
the Conduct of Divine Providence: For the Lord 
knoweth them that are his; and they are always the 
Objects of his Approbation. Second Cauſes are 
all under his Management, and ſubſervient to his 
Purpoſes. The Hearts of Men are in his Hands, 
and he turns them as the Rivers of Water are turned; 
and the Promiſe he made to his ancient People is 
ftill Ground of ment to the Saints of 
Gop : * When thou paſſeſt through the Waters, 1 
till be with thee; and througb the Rivers they ſball 
not. overflow thee. When ow walkeſt ;hrougb the 
Fire thou ſbalt not be burnt, neither fball the Flame 
kindle upon thee, i. e. in the greateſt Extremitig 
and moſt preſſing Dangers, no Evil ſhall come 
near thee ; "For I am-the Lord thy God, tbe ba!y one 
of Iſrael, thy Saviour, Since thou waſt precious 
in my Sight, thou baſt been benourablez and 1 have 
loved thee ; therefore will I give Men for thee, ant 
_— for thy Life. | 

Or if particular good Men ſhould fall in the 
general Confuſion, whether bravely ſtanding up in 


Defence of their invaded Country, or by the Ma- 


lice and Cruelty of their Enemies; yet ſtill Gop 
; 1 E will 
* Iſaiah xliii. 2, 3, 4. 
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will be their everlaſting Sanctuary, and place them 
by his Power and Goodneſs where no. Evil ſhall 
reach them, and the Malice of their Enemies can- 
not touch them. Or if he ſhould permit, for a 


Seaſon, an Idolatrous Invader fo far to prevail, as 


to eftabliſh Antichriſtian Superſtition and Impieties 
by Law, and render the Profeſſion of. uncorrupted 
Chriſtianity 4 capital Crime; and ſhould call out 
hereby any of his faithful Servants to bear a publick 
Teftimony to true Religion, and ſuffer for the Cauſe 
of Gop and the Redeemer; yet let them not fear, 
but encourage tbhemſelves in the Lord their God. His 
Power ſhall protect them in the Hour of their 
Trial, his Grace be ſufficient for them ; he will re- 
new their Strength, keep them from fainting, and 
be their ſure Defence from the Evil of Temptation; 
ſo that they ſhall not ſink under their Burden, nor 
forfeit their eternal Salvation by making ſhipwreck 
of their Faith and a good Conſcience, And when 
their Warfare is finiſhed, and they have offer*d 
themſelves an acceptable Sacrifice to GOD, they 
ſhall enter into his Reſt, their Labours be eternally 
at an End, and Gop himſelf ſecure them from all 
future Sufferings and Trials, and be their everlaſting 
 Porti on and exceeding great 22 From what 
ath been ſaid we may infer, 

Firft, That there are no Dangers, hether of a 
— or private Nature, in which Principles 
of true Religion will not prove theÞeſt Support 
and Relief to — Minds of Men. If ſecond Cauſes 


were always and certainly to be rely*d on, and the 


Event was 1nvariably anſwerable to the Probabi- 


ty of them, we could then have no other Rule of 


Judgment, in reference to any of the Circumſtan- 


ces of our Being, but from the Appearances of 


them. And though ſometimes upon this Scheme 


e ſhould have _ good Reaſons of Hope, when 


ſecond - 
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ſecond Cauſes appeared favourable and probable ; 
yet at other Times, when they put on a contrary 
Aſpect, we ſhould have equal Reaſon for the molt 
diſtreſſing Terrors, for perpetual Anxieties, and 
for deſpairing of all Proſperity and Succeſs. In 
one View, the Heart would be too naturally elated 
with Preſumption and Pride; and in the other, 
wholly depreſſed, abject and deſponding, incapa- 
ble of Conſolation, and we ſhonld be unable to 
exert ourſelves for our own Security and Aſſiſtance. 
But the Principles of Religion are the moſt certain 
and effectual Cure of both theſe Exceſſes; as they 
teach us not to place our principal Dependance on, 
nor to expect too much from the moſt promiſing 
and likely Appearances of Things below); nor to 
be caſt down, nor abandon ourſelves to Sorrow, 
nor give up our Cauſe as helpleſs and deſperate, 
when all the appearing Probabilities of Things are 
againſt us. By placing an infinitely wife and good 
Being as Head and Lord of the Univerſe, and 
over-ruling all Events according to the ſovereign 
Counſels of his own Will, and to render them ſub- 
ſervient to accompliſh the great Intentions of his 


providential and moral Government; by repreſent- 


ing him as the Lover of Righteouſneſs and true 
Religion, as the peculiar Gop and Guardian of all , 
pious and good Men, and their inviolable Sanctuary 
in every Kind® of Danger; and deſcribing him as 
glorious in Holineſs, the Hater of Sin, the avowed 
Enemy of impious Men, and the ſure Avenger of 
the proud and, tyrannical Invaders and Perſecutors 
of his People; Religion opens a Door of Hope in 
the darkeſt and moſt afflicting Scenes of Life, cau- 
ſes Light to ariſe out of the moſt ſubſtantial Dark- 


"neſs, ſhews a Poſſibility of Deliverance, even when 


all human Means of Aſſiſtance fail, and yields the 
pleaſing reviving Proſpect of the Protection of an 
he, ä Almighty 


9 


Almighty Being, who in the Hour of Extremity 
can reſcue out of every Danger, and put into our 
Mouths unexpected Songs of Salvation and Gra- 
titude. So that though the Heavens ſhould ſhake, 
and the Foundations of the Earth be moved, the 
Rock on which good Men build their Confidence, 
ſtands eternally fixed and ſecure. - And therefore, 
Secondly, In every diſcouraging Proſpect of Affairs 
chat may ariſe before us, let us attend to our Prin- 
ciples, and make a right Uſe and Improvement 
hem, by cafting our Cares on God, and by being 
felicitayſly anxious in nat hing, but in every thing by 
Prayer and Supplication making known aur Requeſts 
to him. Lt us not tremble for fear, as thoſe who. 
know not Gop, who. have no Inwrek i im him, nor 
Reaſon to expect any gracious Isterpoſals of bis 
Power and Providence in our Favour. The only 
Fear that à religious and wiſe Man ſhould cheriſh 
is the Fear of God, and ſuch a Fear of preſent 
Evil as may excite him to S Action, animate 
his Courage, and produce r Caution and 
Care: All ocher 2 u 75 in Time of Danger is unbe- 
cotning and huttſul. Nor let us pro the 
timid Spirit, nor ſow the Seeds. of Diſtreſs and 
Terror amongſt others. Our Enemies will do 
is to diſhearten, unſottle, and divide us. Is 
Danger is now ncar us, and the 1 dis en: 
tered into our Borders, the freble | ſbould be + 
lift up, and the trembling Knees. ſbould gn 
and every Man ſhould , entourage himſelf, his 
Neighbour, and his Brother, n 
who it Prong in Rattle andmighty to ſaͤ—e.G.. 
1 am ſenſible we have abundant Reaſon to ads 
Fear With our Hape, as we live in the midſt of a 
corrupt and degenerate. People, amongſt whom 
the Ie ofRellgion waxes, cold, the moſt rfacred - 
9 ure diſtegarded, and Vices of all Kinds 


Practi ſed 


Tr Frier 


practiſed with Greedineſs and 1 
ſhould Gop expoſtulate with us, as he did with 


his 
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mpunity z ſo that 


People of old: How * fal purdum thee 


this? Shall I not wiſit for theſe Things ? "ind han 


not my Soul be need m fuch u Nation? Muſt we 


Not 


ſay? 0 + 


take he Acknowledgment of Ezra, and 
400. Thou art rigbt:ous! Babold we 


are before thee in aur Treſpaſſes, and we camot ſtanu 
before. thee, — [> And what juſtiy 
heighters our Apprehenſions is, that we have 05 
many amongſt ourſelves, who wiſh well to this un- 
natural Rebellion, which in its Beginning hath 
proved but too ſucceſsful, and which will not fall 
to be aided and ſupported by fereign Powers, if 
Gop doth not mercifully prevent it, But yet, 
netwithſtanding all theſe — e 
I think we have many Reaſons for Hope. 

If we look to fecand Cauſes, there is much o 
encourage us. The Winds, through God's good 
—— have proved friendly to out Ile; 


d over to our Aſſiſtance our wational 


— and the Forces of our neighbouring Allies. 
There appears a warm and vigorous Spirit, a ge- 


nergus Senſe of the Worth of Liberty, a ſtrong 
Deteſtation of Popery, an hearty Zeal for br M. 


79 Perſon and Government, that ſeern to rum 
through and unite great Numbers of all Pariet 


and 


Denominstions, and have excited them” 10 


¶ociate for their mutual Defence, and in 


N Oppo- 
tion to the rebellious Iurrection that hath been 


wickedly excited in the midſt of us. The C 


of the Nation hath bern ſup 


ported, tho“ wickedly 


5 ſtruck at by ſome, and theatenꝰd by the unmſea - 
ſonable and imprudent Fears of others. The Jn 
vation was ꝓprovidentialiy render weak im the Be. 


Hanns. by NR ay of War that 'was 
bringing 


Fly 1 ee v. 7, 9. + Ezra ix, 26. 
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bringing over large military Stores, and a con- 
ſiderable Number of Officers, to arm, encourage, 
and head the Inſurrection. The Succours expect- 
ed from our Enemies have as yet, in great Mea- 
ſure, been with-held, and ſome of them driven by 
the Winds and Waves unexpectedly into our 
own Hands. Our Governors generally appear 
active and vigilant in their Stations, and ſeem to 
be almoſt every where collecting the Force of the 
Nation for the common Security and Defence. 
We have a Prince on the Throne whoſe Juſtice 
is above Reproach, and whoſe Steadineſs and 
Courage have been proved by repeated Experience, 
and who hath an Head, an Heart, and Hand to 
execute whatever the Emergencies of his Govern- 
ment, or the Attempts of his Enemies, may ren- 
= expedient and neceſſary. 

If we look beyond. ſecond Cauſes, I truft we have 
more Ground of Hope and Comfort ſtill. The 
Intereſt we appear in Defence of is the beſt and 
moſt valuable we can eſpouſe; that of our Ene- 
mies, the moſt deteſtible and impious. The Con- 
teſt is between Loyalty and Treaſon, Allegiance 

Rebellion, Honour and Perfidy, the Ma- 
jeſty of an Oath and Perjury, Innocence and 
Suilt, Truth and Falſhood, Religion and Idola- 
try, Piety and Superſtition, Liberty and Slavery, 
Toleration and Perſecution, Mercy and Cruelty, 
Property and the moſt ſervile Dependance: In a 
Word, ours is a Cauſ® that hath the Voice of 
Reaſon, the Dictates of Conſcience, the Laws of 
Gon, and the moſt ſacred Rights of Mankind, to 
ſupport it; theirs is founded in Iniquity, ſuppore- 
ed by F raud and Violence, carries certain and in- 
tire Deſtruction to us if it prevails, muſt be ab- 
horred of Gop, and every Man that is a Friend 
to himſelf, his S his e and the 


Danger hath excited amongſt us, ſeems to me 
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common Privileges of Society, So that in one 
View, it is a Cauſe that is lighter than Nothing and 
Lanity, and in another, heavy enough to draw down 
divine and human Vengeance on it, and fink the 
Abettors of it under the deepeſt Deſtruction: So 
that our Enemies are the Enemies of Gop. Thoſe 
within our own Iſle that countenance and appear 
at the Head of this Rebellion, what are they bet- 
ter than Outlaws and Fugitives, deſperate Wretches, 
whoſe Treaſons have baniſhed. them from their na- 
tive Land, and who, having ruined their Fortunes 
by their Extravagancies and Vices, have no other 
Method left to repair them, but by the Ruin and De- 
ſolation of their Country. Our Enemies abroad, 
on whom they depend for Aſſiſtance, are the 
tyrannical Oppreſſors of Mankind, whoſe Ambi- 
tion and Perfidy have made Europe a Scene of 
Confuſion and Blood, and who are the grand 
Supporters of he execrable Superſtitions and Idola- 
tries of Rome, who want to bring back theſe 
Kingdoms under that impious and deteſtible 
Yoke, and to extirpate true Religion, in Principle 
and Practice, from the midſt of us. Corrupted as 
we are, yet I hope there. are ſtill large Numbers 
amongſt all Parties of Men, who fear G O D, and 


wor Righteouſneſs, and who keep themſelves pute 


from the common Vices of that degenerate Age 
we live in; whom I truſt, and pray, that Gop will 
protect and fave from the Deſtruction intended 
them, and for their Sake ſpare theſe ſinful Nations, 
and not pour out ſuch Vengeance on them, as 
ſhall without Diſtinction deftroy the Righteous with 
the Wicked, This is not the uſual] Method of 
Gop's providential Conduct; and that Spirit of 
Prayer and Supplication, which the Senſe of our 
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38 The Danger and Duty of Good Nin, 
to be a comfortable Pledge, that God will hear us, 
and that he hath ſtill Mercy in Reſerve for us. 
And tho“ no one can tell what ſhall be the 

Event of the preſent Attempt on thefe Kingdoms, 
or how far, and for what Seafon, Gov may per- 
mit it to ſucceed, or in what Diſtreſſes all Ranks 
and Orders in theſe Kingdoms may be involved, 
till the Indignation be over and pa, or what par- 
ticular Lives may fall before the Conteſt is fally | 
ended, and the Controverſy that Gop ſeems to have 
with the Inhabitants of theſe Lands be decided: 
Ves, tho“ poſſibly the ſhaking of theſe Kingdoms, 
— 7 the whole Frame of them, may be 

to the thorough Settlement of it for the 
future, and the permitting all the corrupt and rot- 
ten Members of the Conſtitution, the Men of 
deſperate Principles, Morals, and Fortunes, thoſe 

Curſes of a Nation, to declare openly the inward 
Rancour of their Hearts, and unite under the Ban- 
ners of the Invader, may be the only poſſible na- 
tural Expedient to diſcover and — — them, 
and the only Method reſolved on by Providence 
to purge the Dregs of Atheiſm, Impiety, and Ini- 
quity from the midſt of us, to eſtabliſh more 
firmly the Foundation of the national Peace for 

the future, and more cloſely to unite the remain- 
ing, the yet recoverable, uncorrupted and virtuous 
Part of the Nation: I ſay, whether this Rebellion 

* ſhould be cruſhed in its Infancy, or ſuffered to ſpread 
wider, and continue for a longer Scaſon; yer the 
more I conſider the uſual Methods and Reaſons of 

divine Providence, the Manner of Gop's treating 
His ancient People the Jes, the Nature of the 

Promiſes and Threatenings made concerning King- 
doms and Nations, 10 build up, and to deſtroy them, 
and the many paſt diſtinguſhing and evident In- 
terpoſals of God's Power and Goodneſs for the 

N Preſervation 
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Preſervation ef theſe Kingdoms in Times 

I cannot but chearfully hope, and reſt mal 
that Gop vill protect our Sovereign, and pre- 
ſerve his Houſe, defend this City, and ſooner or 
later bring to Confuſion and Shame the Authots 


and Abettors of this wicked Attempt, and that 


it fhall not fland, nor the evil Devices they have 
deviſed ever come #0 paſs. 

Take heed therefore and be quiet, Fear ye not, 
neither be faint-hearted for the Tail of this ſm — 
Firebrand, for the fierce Anger of this Son of Tabe 


Oh] how ſecure would the Victory be over him, 


did not our own Iniquities prevail againſt us; or 
if the preſent Danger and Fear would prevail with 
us to forſake our Sins, and turn unto our Gop, 
Let the Upright and 2 however, who 


have a ſure Intereſt 1 in 3 85 not forget with rene w- 


ed Ardor and Importunity to pleag with the great 
Governor of the "World 4 becauſe of bis Judgments, 
and become Interceſſors with Him, the he would 


ſtay his Hand, and remember his former | Merties, 


and ave us from that complicated and ugiverfal 
Deſtruction that is levelled agaigſt us; and in or- 
der to this, that he would preſerve the Life, di- 
rect the Counſels, and crown the Arm of aur 
only rightful Sovereign King GzorGE,with conſtant 
Succeſs z that all Oppoſition may fly before him, 
his Enemies may be cloathed with Shame, and ſcat- 
ter'd like Duſt before the Wind-; and that one 
good Effe ct, at leaſt, may ariſe from the preſent 
Diſturbance, even that the IVi ckeaneſs of the Wicked 
may more generally come to an End, the Princi- 
ples, Love, and Practice of Religion revive, good 
Men of all Parties may be more heartily united, 

the Righteous more firmly eſtabliſhed, and the Pro- 


ſperity of theſe Kingdoms fixcd upon a more laſt- 


ing 2 and durable Foundation, | 
es. And 
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| 2 88 453 And: a8 W let us every one in particular 
3 mend is Own — — which haye not been right, 


: © band fet ourſelves in good carneſt to diſcharge all 
5 . | the great Duties eſſential to the Chriſtian Chatac- 

r ter, maintaining a good Conſcience towards God and 
. * and living in ſuch a Manner, as that we 
may be prepared for the Events of Providence, 
A whatever they may be e us; and ready . 
909 die, when ſoever, and by what Means ſoever, 


Bs Go to call us hence. And thus 
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